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economy in the household, and without servants, for,
except rare and lately emancipated negro slaves,
there was then no servile class in that colony, the
children had to perform all the duties pertaining to
tiie daily life, official or private, and my mother was
able to pull an oar or manage the sail-boat with her
brothers, and catch the horses and ride them bare-
back from pasture, when necessary for the daily
work, which was not insignificant, for Newport was
really the seaport of that section of the State, and
as it was on an island of importance, the intercourse
with the mainland called for sea and land service.
The boys were all fishermen, for a large part of the
subsistence of the family came from the fishing-
grounds outside the harbor, and, as the oldest bro-
ther took early to the sailor's life, my mother had
to assume a larger share of all the harder services.
The hospital was also the quarantine station, and
received all the cases of smallpox which came to the
port, and they must have been many and fatal, for I
have heard her say that she had to go the rounds of
the hospital at night, and that there would sometimes
be five or six dead in the dead-room at once.

The first acquaintance of my parents with each
other was made in the inoculating class, my father
being resident in Westerly, a town of Ehode Island
on the borders of Connecticut. The marriage must
have taken pkce about two years later, on the second
marriage of my grandfather Maxson to the daughter
of Samuel Ward, one of the leading delegates from
Ehode Island to the convention which drew up and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